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Judaism Your Way Receives “Jewish Choice Award” 
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DENVER - Dec. 8 -  Judaism Your Way (JYW), a Denver-based Jewish outreach organization, emerged as the 2009 winner of the Jewish Choice Award for medium-size nonprofit organizations in the Mountain Region.   The award was announced by GreatNonprofits, the leading provider of user-generated reviews and ratings of nonprofit organizations.  JYW is one of 20 Jewish nonprofits receiving recognition through the international competition.

“There are so many great Jewish nonprofits that are not household names,” said Perla Ni, CEO and founder of GreatNonprofits.  “Through this first-ever list of top-rated Jewish nonprofits you can see how they are changing lives and really making a difference.”   National organizations cosponsoring the Jewish Choice awards are Guidestar, Jewish Funders Network, Natan, Slingshot Fund, Jewish Jumpstart, Upstart Bay Area, JGooders.com and Jewish Telegraph Agency (JTA).
“Receiving this award is a wonderful honor,” said JYW Executive Director, Lolly Gold.  “Beyond that, the large number of thoughtful, positive reviews posted about us speaks to the impact we are having on so many people’s relationship to Judaism.”

As described on the GreatNonprofits website, Judaism Your Way’s mission is “to provide to all Jews and their loved ones innovative opportunities to connect Jewishly through affirming, welcoming, inclusive, and responsive low-barrier experiences.”  In this way, “Judaism Your Way offers an alternative, an open tent, for people to gather and experience the rich tapestry of Judaism in a spirit of freedom and acceptance.   Our vision is a Jewish community that will be accessible and responsive to all Jews and their loved ones wherever they are on their Jewish journey.”
-more-

“It’s not often that a rabbi gets to learn about the effect one’s work has on the people you serve,” said Rabbi Brian Field of JYW.  “During the competition I saw testimonies of appreciation, awareness and gratitude from so many people we have touched, as well as from professional colleagues.  I am feeling very blessed.”
Voting, which took place over several months through GreatNonprofits.org, attracted 103,000 people to the site where nearly 4000 reviews were posted of 180 nonprofits.  Large, medium and small nonprofit winners were established in six regions of the United States.  A separate category was available for entries outside of the U.S. that produced winners in London, Toronto and Jerusalem.

The following are a few examples of postings at GreatNonprofits that led to JYW’s selection.

· By starting with the goal of saying “yes!” rather than “no,” the organization returns to a central Judaic core.  JYW replaces fear with joy, and what’s more Jewish than that?

· JYW is doing transformative and essential work on behalf of the Jewish people.

· The ‘Big Tent’ of Judaism!  Warmth and kindness combined with knowledge and experiences.  And a unique ability to accept people as they are and help them achieve their personal and spiritual goals without judgment.

· JYW is a multi-generational learning and growth experience.  I cannot recommend JYW highly enough!  I’m just so glad that it’s here, in my hometown.

For more information please visit www.judaismyourway.org or call 303-320-6185.
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